
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

County Councilman Crandell Addresses New Grading Policies 

 

Dundalk, MD- Like many of you, I was disturbed and concerned upon learning about the new 
Baltimore County Public  Schools grading policy that removes classroom conduct, work comple-
tion, and ability to work with others from a student’s final grade. The Council was alerted to this at 
a recent Legislative Session by a Baltimore County teacher, and the media is reporting it. 

Rather than a knee-jerk reaction, I read the BCPS Grading and Reporting Procedures Manual. The 
manual clearly states that classroom conduct, work completion, and the ability to work with others 
will be reported separately in what is called the Skills and Conduct Indicators section of a report 
card. The manual goes on to state that student’s grades should not be penalized for late work and 
that a teacher not issue a “zero” for a missed assignment, and that grades should not be affected by 
“behavioral bias.” 

Further in the document, it states that student performance on homework is not to be incorpo-
rated into the grade, but assessed separately. 

Ultimately, I am concerned that BCPS is creating an environment altogether different from the re-
al world. In the real world, when you behave badly, there are real consequences that cost you in 
some way or another. In the real world, if you do not deliver on the work expected of you, there are 
consequences. In my professional life I have always been measured by my ability to reliably show 
up for work, do my best, contribute to the team and act properly. When I failed, I paid a price and 
learned a lesson. That’s life and that’s the reality we should be preparing young people for.  

Our district in particular is facing what could be the greatest and most transformative economic 
rebound of a generation. There is no greater gift we can give our young people than preparing 
them for not only the joys, but also the rigors of life in a competitive economy where everyone 
from the CEO to the box-packer is judged on performance and performance alone. I am deeply 
concerned that rather than preparing our young people for a successful future , we are actually set-
ting them up for failure by not teaching and reinforcing the lessons of life. 

Earlier this morning, I requested that Dr. Dallas Dance brief the Council on the policy changes. 
Please submit your questions and concerns and I will do my best to get them answered. My office 
can be contacted via email at Council7@baltimorecountymd.gov or by telephone at (410) 887-
3383.  

7893 Eastpoint Mall, Suite 307 

Baltimore, Maryland 21224 

410-887-3383 


